Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28960245 


BUCKFASTLEIGH 


D\STR\CT  covsncwi. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  XHE  VET^R  lOOS. 


TOTNES ; 

S.  J.  VEASEY,  Printer  (South  Devon  Library),  12,  High  Street, 


D 


ANNUAL  MEDICAL  REPORT 


FOR  1 9 0 8. 


TO  TEE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BUCKFASTLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentt.kme.v,- — 

Population. — T cannot  see  any  reason  for  altering  tlie  estimate  of 
tlie  population  of  the  district  given  last  year,  so  give 
it,  as  then,  at  2,450.  In  the  house  to  house  inspection 
we  found  a very  slight  increase  in  numbers,  but  I 
think  it  is  nearly  counter-balanced  by  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  better-class  houses. 
There  has  not  been  much  loss  through  emigration 
during  the  past  year. 

Births. — The  birth-rate  is  still  diminishing.  I have,  this  year, 
to  record  the  lowest  since  the  formation  of  the  Local 
Board  in  1894.  The  number  of  births  registered 
during  the  past  year  was  35,  giving  a rate  of  14-35 
per  1,000.  The  registrations  for  1907  numbered  38,  a 
rate  of  15-5  per  1,000,  and  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years  was  52-7 — a rate  of  20-44. 


Deaths. — There  was  some  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  in 
1908—28  were  registered,  showing  a rate  of  11-23 
per  1,000.  In  1907  there  were  2.3— a rate  of  9 25. 
The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  35-8— a rate  of 
13-828  per  1,000.  November  was  a very  fatal  month, 
0 deaths  occurring,  of  which  8 were  of  persons 
ranging  in  age  from  61  to  88.  There  were  no  deaths 
of  Buckfastleigh  paupers  in  Totnes  Workhouse  last 
year. 


A notable  ]'>oiut  is  th  it  tliere  was  only  1 deatli 
under  1 y’ear  of  age,  duo  to  enteritis.  From  1 to  5 
years  of  age  there  was  also  one  death,  from  pneumonia. 
I rom  3 to  15  one,  from  2)htlii3is.  Fiom  15  to  25  there 
were  3 deaths,  two  from  phthisis  and  one  from 
epilepsy.  From  25  to  65  there  were  four,  one  from 
phthisis,  one  from  heait  disease,  one  from  leukemia, 
and  one  from  cerebral  congestion.  From  65  uj) wards 
there  were  eighteen,  ouo  from  cancer,  one  from 
asthma,  one  from  emphysema,  one  from  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver,  three  from  heart  disease,  seven  from  senile 
decay,  one  from  uroemia,  one  from  leukemia,  one  from 
cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  one  from  cerebral  irritation. 
The  average  age  of  the  seven  returned  as  senile  decay 
was  83,  and  of  the  eighteen  over  65  y-ears  of  age  the 
average  was  76.  Only  ten  deaths  under  65  during  the 
year  is  a good  record. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — I was  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  all  my  visits  of  inspection.  The  dairies 
were  all  scrupulously  clean  and  well -ventilated.  The 
cowsheds  were  satisfactory  in  every  case  but  one, 
which  has  several  times  been  found  unswept  and  with 
manure  left  in  it  which  ought  to  have  been  removed ; 
the  last  time  a more  jjeremptory  notice  was  given  and 
the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 


Slaughterhouses. — We  found  all  of  these  in  fairly  good  condition, 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  give  any  notices.  Bringing 
in  the  town  water  has  been  a great  help  to  them. 


Cottage  Accommodation.— Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  came 
under  our  notice.  That  was  in  Buckfast,  where  a 
family  of  8 (2  under  5 years  of  age)  hail  only  189 
cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each  person.  In  the  343 
cottages  we  visited  there  are  885  bedrooms  and  1,254 
inmates.  In  25  instances  there  is  only  one  inmate  and 
in  81  only  two;  many  of  these  had  two  bedrooms. 
We  noted  10  empty  cottages.  Generally  speaking, 
the  cottages  are  clean  and  sanitary.  The  conveniences 
are  well  flushed.  In  one  instance  there  was  an  open 
ash-pit  close  to  the  house,  but  another  has  now  been 
made  further  off,  and  covered  in. 


Infectious  Diseases.— The  notifications  for  the  year  number  only 
three:  two  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  erysipelas.  The 
first  case  of  diphtheria  was  that  of  an  adult  living  a 
short  distance  out  of  the  town  ; the  open  ash-pit  just 
referred  to  was  behind  her  house ; I could  not  discover 
tliat  she  had  been  exposed  to  infection  from  any  other 
case.  The  second  was  that  of  a child  who  had  been  to 
Teignmouth,  a few  days  before  the  attack  commenced, 
with  the  rest  of  the  Church  School  children,  and  had 
eaten  some  periwinkles,  and  the  attack  may  have 
occurred  in  consequence ; I could  not  discover  any 
other  cause.  The  patient  with  erysipelas  had  had  a 
swollen  leg  for  a long  time,  and  the  illness  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  natural  causes. 

Sewerage  and  Water.- — These  schemes  are  working  ver3" 
satisfactorih’.  Tlie  water  is  pure  and  likely  to  remain 
80,  as  it  is  collected  on  Dartmoor  in  collecting  pipes 
laid  in  the  granite  gravel  from  4 to  12  feet  deep,  and 
is  apparently  out  of  the  reach  of  contamination. 

House  Refuse.— Is  removed  and  disposed  of  by  public  .scavenger, 
who  collects  it  3 times  weekly. 

School. — The  Council  School  is  in  good  sanitary  condition,  is 
supplied  with  town  water,  and  has  conveniences  with 
automatic  flushing. 
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Isolation  Hut. — This  is  situated  just  outbide  the  district,  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town.  It  belongs  to  the 
Totnes  Rural  Authority,  but  we  have  permission  to 
use  it  at  any  time  it  may  be  wanted.  There  is  ample 
room  in  it  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  The 
principal  points  in  this  report  are;  I.— Generally 
improved  cleanliness.  2.— The  very  few  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  and  the  complete  absence  of  enteric 
fever,  of  which  we  have  not  had  a case  for  4i  years. 
3. — The  low  death-rate,  1 1-23,  which  compares  favour- 
ably with  15  per  1,000  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  in  1907 — the  lowest  on  record.  The  birth-rate 
is,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  very  low,  14-35;  the  lowest 
recorded  for  England  and  Wales,  also  in  1907, 
was  26-3. 


i am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  UBSDELL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


